
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE  COMBINED 
FOURTH BATTALION, THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT ASSOCIATIONS OF AUSTRALIA  
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             THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT ASSOCIATION  / ROYAL AUS-
TRALIAN REGIMENT CORPORATIOM MEETINGS  

   The Royal Australian Regiment Association of which all RAR Battalion Associations are a 
part, conducted its Annual National Council Meeting at Randwick Barracks, Sydney from 18 
to 19 November 2010. The 4 RAR Associations of Australia was represented by Alan Price, 
the President of the 4 RAR Association, Qld. As a result of that meeting, the RAR National 
Council changed its title to the RAR Corporation, that is, the Association became an incorpo-
rated company.  
 

   The purpose of the company is to provide co-ordination on a national basis for the activities 
of the members when such co-ordination is required. This means that any organisation consti-
tuted as an organisation where the control of the organisation is in the hands of ex-members of 
the Royal Australian Regiment (including those who have served in the Regiment who were 
not of the Royal Australian Infantry Corps)  is eligible to become a member. That is, all RAR 
state associations and all battalion associations are invited to become a member. Individual 
membership still applies for the RAR state associations and battalion associations.     

   This is a great leap forward. All RAR state associations and all battalion associations as 
members, will be represented by one voice and one vote at all decision making levels.  Broadly 
speaking the RAR Corporation will now be our voice at government and political levels na-
tionally, representing us all when that national representation is required.  
 

   Voting for the executive positions resulted in: 
 

 Chairman: Michael Von Berg (RARA SA) 
 Secretary: Ted Chitham RARA Qld) 
 Director: Hori Howard (Regimental Colonel) 
 Director: Roger Wainwright (5 RAR) 
 General Sir Phillip Bennett accepted the position of Patron   

   There is no change in the manner in which battalion associations conduct their business as 
they remain autonomous within their own organisations or associations. In other words no 
change except that now, by the wording of the constitution of the RAR Corporation, we may 
all be represented at the highest level. There will be a proviso accepted within the corporation 
in that the autonomous 4 RAR state associations may only be represented by one member. We 
at the moment, are the only battalion association without a nominated national representative 
at any level. We hope to address this at the 4 RAR Associations’ presidents’ conference in 
February.   
 

   The formation of the RAR Corporation was an historic event, made possible by those ac-
tively involved in its preparation and those who supported the concept through their own Asso-
ciations. See page 3. 
 

 A Very Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to 
all our members 
and all members of 
the ADF serving 
A u s t r a l i a . 
Christmas is a very 
special time when 
all families should 
be together but duty 
has called so many 
of our sailors, 
soldiers and airmen 
to be somewhere 
else. We thank you 
for your unselfish 
service to our 
country and may 
God bless you all.  
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        Once again we honour all those who have gone before us.  

In this brief moment of our time may we consider the stress and strain these men must have passed through before 
laying down their crosses of  life. Enable us, their friends to be worthy of the trust they have imparted unto us on 

their passing; for theirs was an honourable and noble life. May God grant unto their families, His peace.  
 We only hope that there are none recently which we should have reported 

         We sincerely apologise if we have been remiss. 
 

Norm Schache 04 December 2010 
Peter Horn 24 November 2010 

Brigadier Keith “Paddy” Outridge AM (MID) 23 October 2010 
Ron Swanson 16 October 2010 

Gordon “Phil” Grahame September 2010 
Arthur “Snow” Mansell 28 August 2010 

 

To all that have passed in the service of  
4 RAR, 4 RAR/NZ (ANZAC), 2/4 RAR and 4 RAR (Cdo)   

   Well done, thou good and noble warriors, we will never forget! 
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From Ray Payne. 
 

   Christmas allows most of us to spend valuable time with family and friends.  It is important to spare a thought for 
those who will not be with their families this Christmas.  This year thousands of Australian troops will be serving 
away from home during the holiday season. To show your support of the troops this Christmas you can send them a 
Care Package under 2 kg, free through Australia Post. Postal boxes  and bags etc must be paid for. Be creative with 
donations while being mindful of Australia Post's guidelines for the free delivery of care packages. Some 
suggestions are listed below, as are the general restrictions.  
 

   Toiletries (non aerosol), magazines (from Vogue to men’s health), non perishable foods, socks, handkerchiefs, 
books, Puzzle books, (Parenting pack to be given to villagers  in Afghanistan: 6 cloth nappies, soap, comb) 
Christmas card, DVDs, (For the dogs, dog biscuits, dried beef bones, tennis balls, toys, treat for the handler) 
letters of support and return addressed envelope. 
 

   What not to send: Pornography, alcohol, clothing except socks and handkerchiefs, pork products, cigarettes and 
chocolate (it melts). 
 

To send a care parcel to a male soldier, female soldier or Explosive Detection Dog (EDD) - Afghanistan 

���������	���
	�����
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East Timor 
 

An Australian Male/Female 
Soldier  
East Timor Operations 
AFPO 61 
Australian Defence Force 
Sydney NSW 2890 
 

Solomon Islands 
 

An Australia Male/Female Soldier 
Solomon Island Operations 
AFPO 62 
Australian Defence Force 
Sydney NSW 2890 

Middle East/Afghanistan/Iraq etc 
 

An Australian Male/Female 
Soldier/EDD 
Middle East Operations 
AFPO 60 
Australian Defence Force 
Sydney NSW 2890 
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The following is the report on the 2010 RARA National 
Council/ Corporation  Meeting  

18-19 November 2010 
RAR ASSOCIATION NATIONAL COUNCIL MEET-

ING  

 

RAR STATE ASSOCIATIONS AND RAR UNIT AS-
SOCIATION DELEGATES highlighted the major activi-
ties from their written reports.  
 

4 RAR. The report submitted on behalf of the 4 RAR 
Associations’ of Australia is shown at page 4.   
 

   The meeting closed and reopened as the Inaugural AGM  
of the RAR Corporation.  
 

INAUGURAL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT  

CORPORATION 
18 -19 NOVEMBER 2010 

 

   The forming of The RAR Corporation from the RAR 
Association is a giant step forward in the way that the 
former RAR Association may now meet our needs.  
 

   In effect, the RAR Corporation should be seen as the 
Regimental HQ with its aims to represent the RAR and 
all of its members who have ever served or are serving 
within the RAR whether their names be known or not 
and whether they are financial members or not, at the 
national level. 
 

   The separate State RAR associations may be regarded 
as battalions whose role is to serve RAR members at 
state levels.  
  

   The separate Battalion associations may be regarded as 
companies who serve the individual members and their 
families at association level.  
 

   Battalion associations do not have to wait for annual 
RAR Corporation meetings to state a case or to process a 
resolution as the administration and responsibilities are 
immediate. In simple terms, any and all matters may be 
addressed immediately through a chain of responsibility 
that can be accessed either formally or informally within 
days.  
 
   At the 4 RAR Associations’ level, nothing has 
changed, each battalion association is autonomous in the 
way that they conduct their business and care for their 
members.  Given permission, future detailed minutes of 
RAR Corporation Meetings will be will be posted onto 
the 4 RAR Associations of Australia web site     
 

OPENING 
   The Chairman, Hori Howard, welcomed delegates and  

declared the Meeting open at 10.00 am on 18 Novem-
ber 2010.  

IMPLEMENTATION DIRECTOR’S  
REPORT 

   The report was accepted. 
 

ELECTION OF BOARD DIRECTORS 
 

   Mr Mike Dennis chaired the meeting for this item and 
the voting for the Board Directors was conducted as a 
secret ballot. Directors elected in order of votes re-
ceived were Ted Chitham, Hori Howard, Michael von 
Berg and Roger Wainwright.  The election by the 
Board of its Chairman and Secretary determined that its 
Chairman be Michael von Berg and its Secretary be 
Ted Chitham. 
  

PATRON 
   General Sir Phillip Bennett, was appointed as the 
Corporation’s Patron.  
 

AUDITOR  
   The appointment is to be made by the Board.  

 

ADVOCACY 
   David Jamison, the President of the DFWA, briefed 
the meeting on a number of current national advocacy 
and representative matters.  
 

   The Fair Go Campaign Directors Ted Chitham 
(RARA), Kel Ryan (RARA/DFWA) and Les Bien-
kiewicz (DFWA) presented an analysis of the Cam-
paign’s stage 1 results, highlighting the lessons learnt.   

 

RESOLUTIONS – RARA QLD 
 

Charging of SOTG Members. Moved that the RAR 
Corporation calls on the CDF and the Chief of Army to 
confirm to the Australian public that the charging of the 
three former members of SOTG for actions in Afghani-
stan nearly two years ago has not adversely affected the 
tactical effectiveness of those currently serving on op-
erations as they close with and kill the enemy.  
The Colonel Commandant is to ask the Regimental 
Colonel (Brigadier Mick Moon) to comment on the 
matter. 
 

Keeping in Touch. Moved that the Cooperation be 
tasked to develop recommended plans to promote the 
Corporation’s objectives, achievements and RAR his-
tory nationally to the public and eligible members. The 
scope of this task, which covers marketing and commu-
nications, should include print and electronic media. 
 

Operation Resolute Recognition. Moved that the Cor-
poration call upon the Chief of the Defence Force to 
provide due medallic recognition to those members of  

Continued page 4 
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the ADF who have participated in OP RESOLUTE, its 
predecessor and future like operations by the award of 
the Australian Service Medal [ASM] with an OP RESO-
LUTE or other agreed clasp.  
 

Berets. Moved that the executive of  the RAR Corpora-
tion calls on the Chief of Army to reconsider the decision 
to remove the beret as an authorised form of head dress. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS – RARA SA 
 

Business Plan. Moved that the RAR Corporation’s 
board be authorised to prepare a  Business Plan with the 
aim of establishing the ‘RAR Emergency Relief Trust 
Fund’ (or other appropriate name) to provide for mem-
bers and former members of the Regiment who are ex-
periencing distress.   
 

RAR Foundation. Moved that should the RAR Founda-
tion not agree to amend its Charter to include ‘members 
and former members of the Regiment’ then the RAR 
Corporation develop its own Charitable Trust and man-
age this Trust within its own framework. 
Moved that should the RAR Foundation approve the 
RARC’s business case put to them then motion 3 will be 
withdrawn. 
 

Rifle Company Butterworth. Moved that the RAR Cor-
poration encourage the RAR Colonel Commandant and 
the Regimental Colonel to approach the COA to support 
strongly the case of awarding an AASM RCB 1975-1989 
based on Justice Mohr’s legal decision. This needs to be 
done promptly due to the current enquiry in progress by 
DHAT. 
 

Operation Morris Dance/Operation Quick Step. 
Moved that the RAR Corporation encourage the RAR 
Colonel Commandant and the Regimental Colonel to 
approach the COA to undertake the process through 
DHAD to raise an Instrument and Regulation for an 
ASM South Pacific 1987 for those forces involved in 
Operation Morris Dance in line with the precedence set 
by ASM South Pacific 2006. 
 

 Operation Quick Step Tonga. Moved that the RAR 
Corporation encourage the RAR Colonel Commandant 
and the Regimental Colonel to approach the COA to un-
dertake the process through DHAD to amend the Instru-
ment and Regulations of the ASM South Pacific 2006 to 
include Tonga and its territorial waters so that those ele-
ments of 1 RAR and logistic personnel can be awarded 
the ASM South Pacific 2006. 
 

Papua New Guinea. Moved that the RAR Corporation 
Colonel to approach the COA to request the DHAD to  

declare the period of deployment  of 8/9 RAR as a ‘Non 
War Like Operation’. 
 

 Discrimination. Moved that the RAR Corporation en-
courage the RAR Colonel Commandant and the Regi-
mental Colonel to approach the COA to encourage the 
CDF to issue a new concise ADF policy on awarding 
the ASM based on current complex ADF deployments 
in the year 2010 and remove discriminatory clauses like 
Diplomatic, DCP, training and allow each claim or case 
to be considered on its own merit. 
 

   This policy should take note and include the elements 
of the Gration Report, Clarke Report, Mohr Report and 
Rules and Regulations of the ASM to ensure no ambi-
guities and potential for conflict of opinions can occur. 
 

   This policy should also ensure that any recommenda-
tions for the creation for a new award of an ASM can-
not be stopped by an intermediate commander (who 
may only record their lack of support for the submis-
sion), but it must be referred to DHAD for proper in-
vestigation against policy and rules not personal opin-
ions.  

RESOLUTIONS – 4 RARA  
 

An Award For Those Killed In Action Or Having 
Died Of Wounds. Moved that the government of Aus-
tralia be requested to create the award of a medal or any 
other acceptable device or emblem to any member of 
the Australian Defence Force or any member attached 
to the Australian Defence Force who, whilst serving 
under competent authority in any capacity with any of 
the Australian Armed Forces, has been killed, or who 
has died as a result of wounds received in armed com-
bat or in peace keeping and peace making operations or 
as a result of an act of international terrorism since 03 
September 1945, the official end of World War Two. 
 

Maintain The Integrity Of The Terms Killed In Ac-
tion And Wounded In Action. Moved that the Austra-
lian Government and the Australian Defence Force 
maintain the terminology and definition for those killed 
in action as Killed in Action and that the terminology 
and definition for those wounded in action be main-
tained as Wounded in Action and that the current re-
spective abbreviations of KIA and WIA be maintained. 

 

RESOLUTION – 5/7 RARA 
 

Australian Volunteers Medal. Moved that the Board 
of the Corporation calls on the government to recognise 
the service of those members of the ADF who have 
enlisted for service on a voluntary basis with the award 
of the Australian Volunteers Medal (AVSM). 

Continued page 5                                              

             ��
	����
���	�����	����������	�

��
��	�����������	 �

���
��
	����
���	�����	����������	�

��
��	�����������	 �

���
��
	����
���	�����	����������	�

��
��	�����������	 �

���
��
	����
���	�����	����������	�

��
��	�����������	 �

���
	 			
���������	����	�� �	!																														 																								



�������	
���
����	
�������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������

  

 REPATRIATION COMMISSIONER’S ADDRESS 
 

Major General Mark Kelly briefed the Meeting on: Mili-
tary operations in Afghanistan during his final military  
command as Commander of Joint TF 633, and his new 
role and responsibilities as the Repatriation Commis-
sioner and work in progress within DVA to improve its 
quality and service delivery. 
 

DVA CONSULTATIVE FORA: REPORTS FROM 
DELEGATES 

 

ESO Round Table. 
   The Chairman gave an update on major current issues: 
Military Compensation Review (MRCA); Pharmaceuti-
cal Review; Management of seriously wounded soldiers; 
and DVA Funded ESO Advocacy and Welfare Support. 
 

Operations Working Party. 
Ted Chitham submitted his report. 
 

Emerging Issues Forum. 
 

Mike Dennis’s submitted his report. 
 

RAR State Associations’ Involvement with Govern-
ment. 
   All RAR Associations reported good working relation-
ships with government bodies.  

 

Trojan’s Trek Report  

   Michael von Berg presented the TT Director Moose 
Dunlop’s TT2 report. The report and the planned expan-
sion to other States was well received. 

    

GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

RAR History – Bibliography 
 

   Ted Chitham reported that the Team (Terry Dineen, 
Darcy Dugan and TC) will post the electronic file on  

 
 

 

the RAR website before Christmas. Full details will be 
advised prior to the media release. He appealed for 
RAR units and RAR Associations to view the listing 
and contribute to it, especially with details of films and 
DVDs. Maintenance of the project will be the Corpora-
tion’s responsibility. 
 

Mobility Allowance 
   Alan Price alerted delegates to a Centre Link payment 
for military pensioners who are offering a maximum of  
32 hours of voluntary work per week and who have a 
doctors certificate stating that they are unable to use 
public transport  in the performance of those duties. 
The payment is $80 per fortnight and does not affect 
pensions. 
 

Corporation’s Chaplain Appointment 
 

   The Secretary suggested an appointment would be 
appropriate.  

NEXT MEETING 
 

   RARA VIC has offered to host the next meeting at 
Simpson Barracks, Watsonia in the period week after 
the Melbourne Cup, November 2011. The date is to be 
decided.  

CLOSURE 
   Before closing the AGM, the Chairman thanked  Paul 
O’Sullivan and his Team for hosting the meetings and 
for their administration and the Secretariat and the dele-
gates for their contribution not only at this meeting but 
importantly their continued dedication to their mem-
bers. 
 

   The meeting closed at 11.55 am Friday 19 November 
2010. 

DUTY FIRST 
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             BRIGADIER DAVID THOMSON MC 																																														

Dear ladies and gentlemen, 
 

   David has asked me to write to you to let you know that David Thomson, my dear husband, will not be able to at-
tend the 4 RAR Reunion 2011. He will be happiest at the moment staying in familiar surroundings. Yes, he would 
like to see so many old faces and he loves it when an old soldier rings him up for a chat but unfortunately, the name 
of the soldier is immediately forgotten. He is still the same gracious, polite and dignified officer and gentleman but 
he has the disease, Alzheimer's and its effects cannot be denied. I walk with him every day to our neighbours drive-
way and he loves to admire the same trees and to discuss whether it will rain. Believe me, I am truly sorry that David 
and I cannot attend, but I will write a letter from David to be read if you wish.  
 

         My warmest and best wishes to you all.  
         Judy Thomson. 
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Introduction  
 

   The state associations of the 4th Battalion, Royal Aus-
tralian Regiment (4 RAR) by circumstance, do not have 
a National Executive. State 4 RAR Associations operate 
as separate but affiliated associations for the common 
cause. Associations have been formed in Qld, (which is 
also responsible to members residing in Tasmania, The 
Northern Territory and members residing overseas), New 
South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and Western 
Australia.   The 4 RAR Association, Qld produces and 
distributes the national newsletter The Fighting Fourth, 
three times per year, maintains the national website and 
maintains the national nominal roll. The national nomi-
nal roll lists 1633 names with 823 recorded as financial 
members. It is anticipated that financial membership will 
greatly improve as a result of the national reunion in 
February 2011. 
 

Main Achievements 
 

4 RAR (Cdo) to 2 Cdo Regt.  
 

   The time from November 2009 to November 2010 has 
been a very busy but rewarding time for all the state 4 
RAR Associations. With the raising of the 2nd Com-
mando Regiment from 4 RAR (Cdo), the combined 4 
RAR state associations successfully fought for the award 
of the Unit Citation for Gallantry (UCG) to remain with 
4 RAR after it was announced that the award would be 
granted to 2nd Commando Regiment.  
 

   We also successfully assisted in the decision making 
involving the equitable distribution of non public monies 
and property. 
 

   All Officers’ and Sergeants’ Mess property that be-
longed to 4 RAR from 1964 to 1997 has been invento-
ried and passed to the Infantry School for safekeeping 
and display in cabinets indicating that it is 4 RAR prop-
erty. It may be used by the Infantry School for dinners 
etc. All mess property gained by 4 RAR (Cdo) between 
1997 and 2009 has been retained by 2 Cdo Regt. This 
allows 2 Cdo Regt a basis for mess property from which 
to expand and includes all items purchased for or by 4 
RAR (Cdo). All Mess and Regimental Trust Funds have 
been split 60/40 in favour of 2 Cdo Regt. The remaining 
40% has been placed in trust and for investment with the 
RAR Foundation so that on reactivation, 4 RAR will 
claim all those consolidated funds. The 4 RAR Colours 
have been passed to the Infantry School for safe keeping 
and SSgt Frank N. Stein has been posted to the School 
pending his march-in to 4 RAR. 
 

Christmas Parcels.   
 

   Another major achievement was to ensure that the 
Australian Defence Force  accepted Christmas care pack-
ages for our servicemen and women serving overseas  
after it was publically announced by Army Public  

Affairs that care packages would not be forwarded to 
those serving overseas because they would cause a  lo-
gistical and security problem!!!!! 
 

   The 4 RAR Associations objected quite strongly to 
this and received support from serving units, serving 
and former members, unit associations, schools, TAFE 
Colleges, Ambulance, SES, community groups and 
many others. The most supportive people other than the 
general public, were serving officers and soldiers and 
those former soldiers who were victims of the postal 
strikes during the Vietnam War. And of course our own 
former 4 RAR officers and soldiers. 
 

   The end result was that parcels were to be received 
and passed on to those serving overseas and 3 addi-
tional Armed Force Post Offices were established to 
handle the promised care packages from people all over 
Australia. We believe that because of this campaign, 
over 4,000 Christmas parcels were delivered. 
 

Support to the Community 
 

Schools.  Representatives in all states visit schools near 
to ANZAC Day to talk to groups of students. The Hel-
ensvale State School on the Gold Coast continues to 
write letters to members of 2 Cdo Regt serving overseas 
as they did with 4 RAR (Cdo).  This project is con-
ducted within their normal school studies and long term 
friendships have developed with many soldiers. One 
student’s letter has been read out in the Federal Parlia-
ment. 
 

The Gold Coast War Museum. The 4 RAR Associa-
tions and their members have assisted the Gold Coast 
War Museum in gaining artefacts and memorabilia for 
its dedicated RAR and 4 RAR displays. The museum 
has displays covering all wars and campaigns and dis-
plays are added, rearranged or improved on a weekly 
basis. The museum is conducted separately to the co-
located commercial enterprise and is voluntarily man-
aged by a former 4 RAR member and voluntarily 
staffed by former 4 RAR members. 
 

Affiliations and Alliances 
 

The Irish Guards. 4 RAR is formerly affiliated with 
the Irish Guards and has been since our formation in 
1964 and the Queensland association has made a formal 
approach to the Irish Guards Regiment and to the Irish 
Guards Association in the UK to confirm our alliance 
with them. As 4 RAR exists on the Order of Battle in 
name only, we thought it prudent that the 4 RAR Asso-
ciations confirm that alliance. So far we have not been 
able to locate any former Irish Guardsmen in Australia, 
if you know of any or find any please contact us and we 
will follow up. 
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VVA 310. The 4 RAR Association, Qld maintains a 
strong alliance with Vietnam Veterans of America Chap-
ter 310 in Michigan USA. 
 

Welfare.   Our welfare officers in all states are kept very 
busy with pension claims, hospital and home visits and 
in generally supporting the members and their families. 
Funerals are also taking their toll on our members but 
none more so than the resulting toll on families. All wid-
ows are immediately and automatically regarded as asso-
ciate members. 
 

Social Events. The Qld association has instigated 
amongst other respective social and commemorative 
events enjoyed by all state associations, an annual ladies 
luncheon where the wives and widows of members meet 
at lunch, Widows are invited guests. 
 

The Future. 
 

   Our future aims are to seek out former members and 
invite them back into the 4 RAR family. 
 

We also seek to: 
 

   Have the government recognise those who are killed in    
action with a medal or device of recognition that may be 
worn by next of kin, That is being pursued now. 
 

   Have the government recognise those wounded in ac-
tion with a medal or device of recognition that may be 
worn by those determined as being wounded in action. 
 

   Have the government and the Australian Defence 
Force formerly recognise and use the phrases “Killed in 
Action” and “Wounded in Action”. 
 

   To support our members and their families to the best 
of our abilities and to offer them more than is expected. 
 

   To fight for the rights and privileges of serving and 
former members of the Australian Defence Force in ac-
cordance with the oft time repeated adage of “never stuff 
your soldiers around”. 
 

   To be part of the ceremonies for the re-activation of 4 
RAR. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff Sergeant  
Frank N. Stein says, 

 “See you at the reunion”. 
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   Picture this, Borneo, May 1966....Claret Operations 
were occurring, unbeknown to the general Australian 
population and 6 Platoon, B Coy, 4 RAR led by "Drifty" 
Rayward had ventured over THE border playing SAS 
reconnaissance patrol stuff.  
 

   References to these clandestine operation called Opera-
tion Claret may be found in Brian Avery’s book, Our 
Secret War and in Neil Smith’s book, Nothing Short of 
War. It is also possible that if standing close to the older 
4 RAR blokes on ANZAC Day that you will hear other 
stories now that they can be told but......!   
 

   We were on patrol across  the "Gunong Raya", Malay 
for Great Mountain Range, for what was an area that was 
suspected of being an Indonesian base camp in Kaliman-
tan, Indonesia being used as a forward base for the Indo-
nesian Army to reconnoitre our positions in Sarawak, 
Malaysia on the island of Borneo. Close to this Indon 
camp and in sound muffling, blinding, monsoonal rain 
one of our young diggers, (weren't we all?) by the name 
of  "Nugget" Magarry, shot himself in the foot. Now, I 
do recall "Nugget" regularly being warned about resting 
his weapon, an AR 15 the forerunner to the M16, on his 
foot. To cut a long story short, but this story I am sure, 
will arise again at the 4 RAR Reunion 2011, we carried 
him up to the top of this great mountain and back to the 
border in less than 24 hours despite the fact, that to my 
recollection, it took us 3 days to get into our location.  
 

   Fast Forward to Hervey Bay RSL Club on 11 Septem-
ber 2010. I am called over by one of our fellow vets from 
Tri-Service Hervey Bay to offer some info on the where-
abouts of "Buddy" Lea, a veteran of D Coy 6 RAR's bat-
tle of Long Tan who is a mate of mine. This bloke had 
served with "Buddy" in 2 RAR and I mentioned that 
most of the group around us were ex-Infantry and I had 
served with 1, 4 and 3 RAR prior to going to 1 RTB and 
then Corps transferring to RAAOC. The fellow who 
I was introduced to, and whose name I had not caught (as 
usual), said, he too, had served with 4 RAR and had also  
served in Malaya and Borneo with them. " Really?" says 
I, "I was with 6 Pl, B Coy, who were you with?" His re-
sponse was, "Me too”. “What did you say your name 
was”? "Magarry", he replied. After recovering from my 
complete shock I asked him if he was the bastard who 
shot himself in the foot all those years ago and who 
nearly broke all our spirit slipping and sliding up that 
bloody mountain. It was! Blokes, what a buzz after all 
these years wondering whatever happened to him. 
 

   He tells me now that he lives on the Gold Coast and 
will be at next years reunion. As I no longer have email 
addresses for blokes like Vince Smailes, Mick Painter, 
and Sunray, "Drifty" Rayward could you pass this along 
to them if you have their addresses. Regards and looking 
forward to seeing you all at the reunion.  
                                                             Dutchy Lensing�
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   We  left Curley and 11 Platoon waiting for helicop-
ters to take them back to their forward operating 
base at Gumbang. They knew the war was over but 
did the Indonesians? The previous 48 hours had been 
spent in a little confusion about when they would be 
choppered out. They had had no food for 24 hours so 
they did what any Aussie Digger would do: went back 
to their previous patrol location dug up the trash pits, 
salvaged some food, attempted to smoke wet grass, 
sat and bitched.   
 

Friday 19 August 1966 
 

   We slept on and around the chopper pad last night. It 
was bloody cold too. My farter collapsed and bum up I 
went. That was the last straw; anyway about 1100 hrs or 
a little later in the morning, the chopper arrived and 
lifted us back. I was in the last stick and this time I had 
“my” feet out hanging out of the door. It was quite a 
thrill. As we left we all gave the Brunei mountain range 
and the Gunong Raya the old two finger sign and told 
them where they could stick it. 
 

   After getting back it was the usual cleaning gear and 
various other jobs. There are movies tonight. A real good 
show.  
 

   We are not going tomorrow now but Monday instead. I 
couldn’t care less now. What’s a few days amongst 
friends.  
 

Saturday 20 August 1966 
 

   Today was mainly taken up with packing up for our 
move out tomorrow. We cleaned out all the bunkers and 
the engineers blew them. There was some beaut bangs. 
The previous night we had drunk our last beer in the can-
teen, then they blew it to kingdom come.  
 

    We also had the job of bringing all the pumping equip-
ment up from the bottom. That was gut busting. Also we 
had to roll the water tanks to the pad. We pushed one off 
over the side accidently of course, it bounced pretty 
good. Another went over but we had to retrieved that 
one.   
 

  After moving from the bunkers we moved into the 
mess to sleep. I had to laugh. Some of the boys had 
blowpipes. Of course Chis had to have a go.  
 

   Poor John “Willy” Williams who was bending over at 
the time, made a tempting target so Chis (John Chislett) 
had a go at him with the blowpipe not thinking that the 
dart would stick in.  Man, did Willy jump!!!! I suppose 
anyone would, with a dart sticking in their bum.  
 

Sunday 21 August 1966 
 

   Today was our last day at Gumbang. Earlier on in the 
morning I was on piquet when a villager from Kam-
pong Gumbang came in and said that 7 Indonesians 
wanted to surrender. A 14 man patrol went out about 

0200 hrs to pick them up and brought them back for 
questioning.  
Some Pommie intelligence people were flown in but it 
was stated that they were simply pepper traders who 
had crossed the border. We had our doubts. 
 

   Before we left they blew up the last of the bunkers. 
Then at 1200 hrs we  moved out by helicopters to Pejiru 
where we unloaded and waited for trucks. One kit bag 
was lost, it fell out of the chopper. We don’t know 
who’s it is yet. At Pejiru the CO gave us a farewell talk, 
then we boarded the trucks and went straight to 
Kuching to go aboard the RN Landing Ship Logistic, 
Sir Lancelot for the sea trip home to Singapore. We had 
plenty of cold beer which went down well as it was a 
warm night. We all wore shorts which was a welcome 
change.  
 

Monday 22 August 1966 
 

   I got drunk last night. I had a laugh when we threw 
empty cans at a nog (Malaysian) boat. Cans came from 
every where. The old nog didn’t half beat a hasty re-
treat. It was the wrong thing to do and we all felt badly 
later. 
 

   This morning it was raining up on deck and very dis-
mal. I didn’t feel too good either. There were the usual 
work parties but they weren’t too bad. I also shaved my 
moustache off after having it for 4 months. Ken Heard 
fell off his bunk last night landing on his head. He went 
to see the Doc and had to lie down for a while.  
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Tuesday 23 August 1966 
 

   I only had a few cans of beer last night. I watched the 
movies but  everybody else was away with the tweeties. 
This morning we sailed from Kuching at 0730 hrs and all 
day we have been going north. Now we are berthed at 
Sibu but I don’t know for how long. We should be home 
within the next 4 or 5 days. 
 

Wednesday 24 August 1966 
 

   I had half a dozen beers last night then went to bed. 
Before that however, I was having a quiet beer with 
Digby Hammond  and Kev Freer. Kev had been put on 
the dry (no alcohol) for a minor misdemeanour in 
Kuching, so he had to drink under cover. The OC walked 
by and there was a few tense moments when Kev had to 
hide in a locker. Kev wasn’t seen, proving that anything 
is legal as long as you’re not caught. Although we were 
tied up to the wharf all night and couldn't go ashore, 
Woody (John Woodley) still found some ice for our beer.  
 

   At 0200 hrs this morning, Chis woke me up to have a 
few beers. The OC sprung us in the crews mess a little 
later. Woody and Billy Fields were all asleep. The OC 
woke them up. Hell it was a laugh. We stayed on drink-
ing to 0530 hrs then we gave it up and went down to the 
stern. Col Thomsett the cook, was rotten too. I found him 
flaked on the starboard deck so I put him to bed. He was 
in the clag this morning. 
 

   It was my turn to peel spuds this morning, 600 pounds, 
that’s one days amount. The rest of the day I gonked as I 
was bloody tired after last nights episode.  
 

   We have now left the wharf and have anchored out in 
the river. I bet they don’t trust us. Anyway we sail at 
0700 hrs tomorrow.    

 Friday 26 August 1966 
 

   Well, today was our last day on the spud boat. We 
docked at Singapore around 1600 hrs but didn’t disem-
bark until after 1800 hrs. When all baggage is unloaded 
we move to the train at Singapore station.  
 

   All gear including kit bags were loaded into the com-
partments with us. What a squeeze! The train pulled out 
about 1945 hrs and we were on our way home. What a 
bastard of a trip.  We reached Tamping at 0400 hrs then  
after a quick work party, got in the trucks and headed 
for Terendak. We arrived around 0500 hrs and began 
the various odd jobs, got paid then dismissed by the 
Coy and now we are on our own for 14 days bringing to 
a close the Borneo tour and my diary of our tour.  
 

   Thanks for your mateship, 11 Platoon. I will never 
forget you, nor will I ever forget your professional-
ism, expertise and bloody sick, black humour!!  
 

   At times our tour was hard, often punishing, some-
times humorous and sometimes scary but I would do 
it all again but; only with you blokes. You were 
good! Thank you.  

      

Ian “Curley” Henshall. Coobowie, SA, 2010 
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Kangaroo Creek 
A Book Written by Garry Chad, C Company with  

Gary McKay MC, D Company. 
 
   Kangaroo Creek is an adventure story about a bloke 
from the bush; a real life story of a larrikin Australian.  
Garry Chad tells of growing up in the bush, of close 
Aboriginal connections, of Army experience in peace 
and of active service in Vietnam with three different in-
fantry battalions of the Royal Australian Regiment and 
of serving alongside of the USA 173rd Airborne Bri-
gade, the “Big Red One” Infantry Division and the 
Kiwi’s.  During his tours Garry was wounded in action 
on three on 3 occasions. 
 

   Garry Chad is a former 4 RAR member who served in 
1 RAR in South Vietnam from March  1966 to June 
1966 then 6 RAR from June 1966 to February  1967 and 
then in 4 RAR  from May 1971 to December 1971. As a 
platoon sergeant with C company, 4 RAR in South Viet-
nam he was wounded in action and was awarded a Men-
tioned in Dispatches (MID) for bravery.   
 

   Garry then became an instructor at the world famous 
Jungle Training Centre at Canungra in 1977 to 1979 be-
fore being posted to Norforce conducting surveillance 
and reconnaissance operations in the Northern Territory 
and the Kimberley region of WA.  
 

   Garry is now retired and spends most of his time ende-
vouring to gain a medal award for those killed and 
wounded in action.  
 
      This book is more than a story of a soldier’s life and 
it goes beyond the usual Vietnam Veterans’ experiences 
of mateship, hardship and war history.  Sometimes hu-
morous; sometimes brutal; always honest, this book tells 
it as it is. 
 

   If you would like to purchase a book, please complete 
the order form shown at page 11.   
 

   Note: I have read the draft of Garry’s book and it is an 
honest and open story of the life of a young man who 
went to war but, who still remained a larrikin with a 
reputation of standing up for his soldiers and of display-
ing extreme loyalty, sometimes to the detriment of his 
own career. Garry was a soldier’s soldiers and still to-
day, is standing up for those with whom he served. Ed.   

   Garry will be attending the 4 RAR Reunion 2011 and 
will be available to sign his book. 
 
 

Staff Sergeant Frank N. Stein says, 
“See you at the reunion”. 

 Veterans’ Back to the Bush Reunion, Tenth Year 
A Report by Garry Loveridge, D Company.  

 
   I thought that I would let you know about the tenth 
annual Back to the Bush Reunion that is an annual 
event in Bruce Rock some 300 km east of Perth. 4 RAR 
had a good representation with some 12 Diggers attend-
ing from all over; even Shorty Saunders from Qld.  
 

   About 350 caravans and campers packed the local 
recreation oval for the week of events. Some played 
bowls, golf, clay pigeon shooting and all joined up with 
old mates over a cold beer or three.   
 

   Saturday was Market Day and DVA, VVCS etc at-
tended and offered advice and conducted interviews 
and gave nay of us blood tests. After lunch we paraded 
behind our banners and with two bands marched up the 
main street to a small church which has a window dedi-
cated to Long Tan and a small rock from the battlefield. 
A service was conducted and after the service the 
townspeople put on a great evening of wine, beer, 
women, beer and song. Only joking about the women 
but not the beer! 
 

   Normie Rowe turned up and sang a few songs from 
the flat bed of a semi trailer and a great night was had 
by all.   
 

   Sunday was a memorial day dedicated to the Fuzzy 
Wuzzy Angels of World War Two fame with one old 
original Angel brought over from Papua New Guinea. 
He was over 90 years old and absolutely stoked.  
 

   The Australian National Anthem was sung by the 
children of the Bruce Rock Public school and the Papua 
new guinea national Anthem was sung by the Papua 
New guinea Singers. The service was made the better 
by the Piper who played lament as wreaths were laid 
and the bugler who played The Last Post and Reveille. 
It was quite a moving and worthy ceremony.  
 

   A great granite memorial was built for the occasion 
with a brass plaque depicting a mother’s words and a 
picture of a Fuzzy Wuzzy Angel guiding a Digger 
through the jungle pass.  
 

   Saturday night was “bards” night around the fire pit 
with both clean and dirty ditties, yarns, songs, poems 
and skits to end a great week with our mates and their 
families.  
 

   Perhaps we will see some of you here in the first 
week in November next year. You are all invited. 
 

DUTY FIRST 
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REQUIEM  
Brigadier Keith “Paddy” Outridge AM (MID) 

 

   Paddy, as his equals and seniors called him; he was 
always very respectfully called Sir by his subordinates, 
served in the 4th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment 
(4 RAR) from December 1963 to early in 1965. Paddy 
was very much one of the originals of the Battalion even 
before it was officially raised in Woodside SA on 01 
February 1964 and as such his name is written in gold in 
the history of the Battalion.  
 

   Paddy marched into the Battalion as Major K. E. Out-
ridge; the battalion’s second in command (2IC) whose 
task it was to be responsible for the logistics and admini-
stration of the battalion and its soldiers.  A series of 
problems faced Paddy on march-in. Firstly the battalion 
had not been officially raised, he had only one lieutenant 
colonel, 1 major, 1 captain, 2 warrant officers and one 
private soldier in the battalion, far from the intended 740 
officers and soldiers and with virtually no equipment, no 
stores, no barracks and no married quarters.  Paddy 
would have just rubbed his hands together and said 
something like, “Let’s get on with it, I’ve brought my 
own paper and pen and we, all six of us, are about to 
write the first chapter of the history of the first infantry 
battalion of the Australian Regular Army to be raised on 
Australian soil!”, and they did!   
 

   Paddy had previously been responsible for raising 
other units and was of the opinion that the fact that he 
had no soldiers or equipment not even a desk, did not 
present a problem only a challenge. His commanding 
officer had set him a task and he was about to fulfil it 
and he did!  
 

   Later, to provide extra money for the battalion to pur-
chase sporting equipment, Paddy came up with the idea 
of growing and selling onions and running a few sheep 
next to the battalion area. This worked for a while until 
some of the sheep started to disappear. The onions and 
sheep became profitable but some of the residents of the 
nearby married quarters began to develop allergies to 
mutton and onions. Platoon BBQs held in the nearby 
bush were very popular but for some unknown reason 
the  CO and the 2IC  were never invited to these platoon 
parties.  
 

   Paddy always shared as much as he could with his sol-
diers. He was the link in the chain that allowed 4 RAR 
and its officers and soldiers to develop as a proud infan-
try battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment, a unit 
that made us proud and we owe most of it to Paddy. If 
the CO was considered the father of the Battalion then 
Paddy was known as the approachable, firm but friendly 
uncle to whom every officer and soldier could turn to. 
He offered loyalty, trust and respect and it was offered 
unreservedly in return. Paddy was a soldiers soldier. 
Paddy passed away on 23 October 2010.  
                                       RIP  

  

KANGAROOO CREEK 
Order Form 

If you would like to order a copy of Garry Chad’s book 
Kangaroo Creek, please complete the Order Form and 
post to the address below or email Garry at:  
terrychad@hotmail.com. 
 
Name:  ____________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
Address: 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
Phone number: _______________________ 
 
E-mail address 
____________________________________________ 
 
   Price: $42.00 per book - includes air mail postage and 
handling.  
 
   Method of payment (please tick desired method of 
payment) 
 
1.Cheque or Australia Post Money Order 
 

Send completed order form and cheque/money or-
der to;  

Terry Chad 
PO Box 1519 
BROADBEACH   QLD   4218 
AUSTRALIA 
 

2. Funds transfer (via internet banking). Post completed 
order form or email  
 

terrychad@hotmail.com  
 

and transfer funds to: 
 

Name of account:  Terry Chad 
 

Bank:   National Australia Bank 
 

Account number: 179 632 218 
 

BSB number:  084 069 
 

Reference:  (Please enter your Surname 
   and Initial) 
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If undeliverable return to 
4 RAR Assoc, Qld  
PO BOX 493 ALBANY CREEK QLD 4053         
   

The Fighting Fourth 
December 2010  
 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

POSTAGE 
 PAID 

AUSTRALIA 

�	�����2�
����-��,��6����������

�������
� ���	��

 ������
�
����������																															

�
�
����
���																																

�
�
																			�����������				

��
�
���������������
��														

�
�
������							 ������������



��
�
����
�																										
�
�

PRINT 
POST 

 

PP 444963/0011 

Membership Officer……………  Date……...  
National Nominal Roll………..    Date……... 
Email Address Book …………    Date………     
Passed to …..….State Assoc         Date……… 

 


